
Sample handling in national studies
Biobank Sweden’s sample service coordinators 
offer support to studies wishing to collect biobank 
samples from multiple locations throughout the 
country, using local biobank sample handling 
services. Our sample service coordinators are in 

contact with the local biobanks and are familiar with 
their procedures, services, sample and data formats. 
Contact details for our sample service coordinators 
can be found at biobanksverige.se/en/contact/.

■ Study responsibility ■ Biobank responsibility ■ Shared work

1. Contact with Biobank

The desired sample handling is 
described.
Ethics review and biobank 
agreement are required.

The sample service coordinator 
matches the study’s requests 
with the biobanks’ services.

2. Local support

Sample service coordinator 
informs local biobank.

Involvement of local 
researchers.
The study contacts the local 
biobank.

3. Planning sample handling

Sample handling is planned 
based on local routines.
Service agreements are signed 
with involved units.

4. Sample collection start

The local biobank notifies when 
ready to receive samples.

The first biobank sample can be 
submitted.

5. Ongoing study

Sample data is stored in local 
biobank registries.
Local inventory reports are 
offered.

Records are kept of included 
study participants.

6. Sample analysis

The study contacts the biobank 
to request sample withdrawal.
See Biobank Sweden’s sample 
withdrawal guide.

https://biobanksverige.se/en/contact/

