
National retrieval of liquid samples
Biobank Sweden’s retrieval coordinators offer 
support to studies wishing to obtain biobank 
samples from multiple regions in Sweden, collected 
using local biobank sample handling services. 
Retrieving samples from several regions can be 
complex; the national retrieval coordinator oversees 

the process and serves as a link between principal 
investigators, involved biobanks, and receiving 
analysis laboratory.

Contact national retrieval coordinators at: 
nationella.utplock@biobanksverige.se

2. Start-up meeting

Principal and local investigators, 
study coordinators and the 
analysis laboratory participate.

The national coordinator 
schedules the meeting, local 
biobanks participate.

1. Retrieval inquiry

The retrieval coordinator 
compiles the request and 
transfers the information to the 
local biobanks.

The requested retrieval is 
described. Ethical approval, 
biobank agreement and MTA (if 
applicable) are required.

4. Sample lists

Samples are localized.Parameters* needed to identify 
requested samples are defined.

3. Local retrieval forms

Information from the retrieval 
request form is transferred to 
local retrieval forms.

Local retrieval forms are 
approved.

All information regarding plate 
layout, sample volume etc., is 
provided by the study.5. Sample retrieval

The samples are retrieved. 
Reformatting is performed upon 
request.

6. Delivery

Transport is booked. Delivery lists (sample information, 
code key**) are sent out.

■ Study responsibility ■ Biobank responsibility ■ Shared work

*	 Parameters eg. personal identity number, requisition ID, sampling time. 

**	The code key is as a rule sent to the local investigator, in accordance with the ethical approval and 
biobank agreement.
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